Culturally Responsive 7-12 Resources in the Authorized Learning Resource (ALR)

Grades 6to 7
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Midsummer Mayhem by Rajani LaRocca
Grades 6to 7

Can Mimi undo the mayhem caused by her
baking in this contemporary-fantasy retelling of
Shakespeare's A Midsummer Night's Dream?

Eleven-year-old Mimi Mackson comes from a
big Indian American family: Dad's a renowned
food writer, Mom's a successful
businesswoman, and her three older siblings all
have their own respective accomplishments. It's
easy to feel invisible in such an impressive
family, but Mimi's dream of proving she's not
the least-talented member of her family seems
possible when she discovers a contest at the
new bakery in town. Plus, it'll start her on the
path to becoming a celebrity chef like her
culinary idol, Puffy Fay.

But when Mimi's dad returns from a business
trip, he's mysteriously lost his highly honed
sense of taste. Without his help, Mimi will never
be able to bake something impressive enough
to propel her to gastronomic fame.

Drawn into the woods behind her house by a
strangely familiar song, Mimi meets Vik, a boy
who brings her to parts of the forest she's never
seen. Who knew there were banyan trees and
wild boars in Massachusetts? Together they
discover exotic ingredients and bake them into
delectable and enchanting treats.

But as her dad acts stranger every day, and her
siblings' romantic entanglements cause trouble
in their town, Mimi begins to wonder whether
the ingredients she and Vik found are somehow
the cause of it all. She needs to use her skills,
deductive and epicurean, to uncover what's
happened. In the process, she learns that in life,
as in baking, not everything is sweet. . ..




Grades 6 to 8
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The Longest Shot - How Larry Kwong Changed
the Face of Hockey by Chad Soon and George
Chiang

Grades 6to 8
NSSBB# 1007261

Larry Kwong became the first player of Asian
descent in the NHL when he played one shift
with the New York Rangers in 1948.

Even though Larry's achievement happened
more than 70 years ago, his contribution to
hockey is only now being recognized. He broke
hockey's color barrier and fought racism and
discrimination at every step of his career. From
his humble beginnings on the outdoor rinks in
Vernon, British Columbia's Chinatown all the
way to playing at Madison Square Garden and
in the NHL, this inspiring hero has a timeless
story for all readers.

Grades 6 to 8

A Single Shard by Linda Sue Park

Tree-ear, an orphan, lives under a bridge in
Ch’ulp’o, a potters’ village famed for delicate
celadon ware. He has become fascinated with
the potter’s craft; he wants nothing more than
to watch master potter Min at work, and he
dreams of making a pot of his own someday.
When Min takes Tree-ear on as his helper, Tree-
ear is elated—until he finds obstacles in his path:
the backbreaking labor of digging and hauling
clay, Min’s irascible temper, and his own
ignorance. But Tree-ear is determined to prove
himself—even if it means taking a long, solitary
journey on foot to present Min’s work in the
hope of a royal commission . . . even if it means
arriving at the royal court with nothing to show
but a single celadon shard.




Grades 6 to 8
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The Unlovable Alina Butt by Ambreen Butt-
Hussain

Grades 6to 8
NSSBB# 1007052

Eleven-year-old Alina Butt has changed schools
four times already since her family moved to
England from Pakistan. Even after all that
practice, she doesn’t seem to be getting any
better at being the new kid. Mocked for her last
name and her "weird" lunches, Alina has had
enough! Taking a leap of faith to try and stand
out for the "right" reasons, Alina auditions for
the school play. Her hopes of landing the lead
role in Cinderella are dashed when her new
friend gets the part of Cinderella instead...and
her bully is cast as Prince Charming!

Alina must rely on her stubborn will and wacky
sense of humor to survive the endlessly
embarrassing and ridiculous situations she finds
herself in and discover her own unique way to
shine!

This resource contains incidents of anti-Asian racism.
Teachers should provide some context to students
selecting the novel to be responsive to the students’
learning needs.




Grades 6 to 8

A'NOVEL BY SUPRIVA RELKAR
AUTHOR OF AMERICAN AS PANEER PIE

The Cobra’s Song by Supriya Kelkar
NSSBB# 1007092

Ten-year-old Geetanjali doesn’t mind singing,
but she knows she’ll never be as good as her
mother, Aai, or grandmother, Aaji, famous
classical singers from India whose celebrity has
followed the family all the way to their small
town of Deadwood, Michigan, where Geetanjali
lives with her aai, and father, Baba.

After freezing on stage during a concert
performance, Geetanjali adds “fear of singing”
to her list of fears, a list that seems to be
multiplying daily. Aai tries to stress the
importance of using one’s voice and continuing
to sing; Geetanjali hopes that when her Aaji,
comes to visit this summer, she’ll be able to
help her.

But when they pick Aaji up at the airport, she’s
not alone. Lata, an auntie Geetanjali has never
met before is with Aaji and their neighbor,
Heena Auntie, who is acting strange and mean,
and not like the warm auntie she normally is.
Lata Auntie has heard all about Geetanjali’s
family, growing up in India. She knows Aai and
Aaji are the only ones who can sing raag
Naagshakti. Aai plays it off, but Geetanjali thinks
back to the raag in the binder that started with
an N that had been torn out. She has never
heard of Raag Naagshakti, which sounds like it is
about the power of cobras.

Geetanjali is determined not to let her
imagination get the best of her and add aunties
to her list of fears, but she can’t help but
wonder about the connection between the
missing raag, Heena Auntie’s cold behavior,
and their interesting summer visitor.




Grade 6to 9
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Grades4to 9
NSSBB# 1007114

A mysterious jukebox, old vinyl records, and
cryptic notes on music history, are Shaheen's
only clues to her father's abrupt
disappearance. She looks to her cousin,
Tannaz, who seems just as perplexed, before
they both turn to the jukebox which
starts...glowing?

Suddenly, the girls are pulled from their era
and transported to another time! Keyed to the
music on the record, the jukebox sends them
through decade after decade of music history,
from political marches, to landmark concerts.
But can they find Shaheen’s dad before the
music stops? This time-bending magical
mystery tour invites readers to take the ride of
their lives for a coming-of-age adventure.

Nidhi Chanani




Grade 6to 9

MINDY MAKES SOME SPACE

Paws — Mindy Makes Some Space by Nathan
Fairbairn

NSSBB# 1007098

Best friends Mindy Park, Gabby Jordan, and
Priya Gupta are back in business! After a few
ups and downs, their dog-walking business is
booming and the girls are closer than ever. It’s
a dream come true!

But for Mindy, things at home are beginning to
feel like a bit of a nightmare. Her mom just
started dating someone, which has Mindy
feeling like the odd one out. For as long as she
can remember, it’s been just the two of them
and she doesn’t want that to change. (So what
if her mom’s boyfriend has a cute pet cat, and
all of Mindy’s friends seem to think he’s

pretty cool?)

And things only get worse when a new student
named Hazel arrives in class and seems totally
into joining PAWS. Sharing her mom feels bad
enough, so there’s no way Mindy’s is going to
share her best friends and her business, too!
But when Mindy’s stubbornness starts to hurt
everyone around her, will she be able to
overcome her fears and learn that change
doesn’t have to be a cat-tastrophe?
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Hana Hsu and the Ghost Crab Nation by Sylvia
Liu

NSSBB# 2002911
Hana Hsu can’t wait to be meshed.

If she can beat out half her classmates at Start-
Up, a tech school for the city’s most talented
twelve-year-olds, she’ll be meshed to the
multiweb through a neural implant like her
mom and sister. But the competition is fierce,
and when her passion for tinkering with bots
gets her mixed up with dangerous junkyard
rebels, she knows her future in the program is
at risk.

Even scarier, she starts to notice that
something’s not right at Start-Up—some of her
friends are getting sick, and no matter what she
does, her tech never seems to work right. With
an ominous warning from her grandmother
about being meshed, Hana begins to wonder if
getting the implant early is really a good idea.

Desperate to figure out what’s going on, Hana
and her friends find themselves spying on one
of the most powerful corporations in the
country—and the answers about the mystery at
Start-Up could be closer to home than Hana’s
willing to accept. Will she be able to save her
friends—and herself— from a conspiracy that
threatens everything she knows?
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Strange Birds: A Field Guide to Ruffling
Feathers by Celia C. Perez

NSSBB# 2002804

When three very different girls find a
mysterious invitation to a lavish mansion, the
promise of adventure and mischief is too
intriguing to pass up. Ofelia Castillo (a budding
journalist), Aster Douglas (a bookish foodie),
and Cat Garcia (a rule-abiding birdwatcher)
meet the kid behind the invite, Lane DiSanti,
and it isn't love at first sight. But they soon
bond over a shared mission to get the Floras,
their local Scouts, to ditch an outdated
tradition. In their quest for justice,
independence, and an unforgettable summer,
the girls form their own troop and find
something they didn't know they needed:
sisterhood.




Grades 7-8
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Project Bollywood by Mahtab Narsimhan
NSSBB# 1006384

Salman loves Hindi movies and wants to
produce a short Bollywood film for his
school project.

He gathers his friends when he's ready
with the script, which is a mashup of all
the movies he has ever seen. As director,
Salman insists everyone follows the script
exactly. But it's full of stereotypes and
the cast and crew are not shy about
expressing their concerns. Salman wants
to remain true to the Bollywood model
for his film but when his entire cast
threatens to walk out, he has to decide
whether to stand firm or find a way to
collaborate.




Grades 7

American as Paneer Pie by Supriya Kelkar

NSSBB# 1005962 (paperback)
NSSBB# 1005963 (hard cover)

As the only Indian American kid in her
small town, Lekha Divekar feels like she
has two versions of herself: Home Lekha,
who loves watching Bollywood movies
and eating Indian food, and School Lekha,
who pins her hair over her bindi
birthmark and avoids confrontation at all
costs, especially when someone teases
her for being Indian.

When a girl Lekha’s age moves in across
the street, Lekha is excited to hear that
her name is Avantika and she’s Desi, too!
Finally, there will be someone else
around who gets it. But as soon as
Avantika speaks, Lekha realizes she has
an accent. She’s new to this country, and
not at all like Lekha.

To Lekha’s surprise, Avantika does not
feel the same way as Lekha about having
two separate lives or about the bullying
at school. Avantika doesn’t take the
bullying quietly. And she proudly displays
her culture no matter where she is: at
home or at school.

When a racist incident rocks Lekha’s
community, Lekha realizes she must
make a choice: continue to remain silent
or find her voice before it’s too late.

10




Krista Kim-Bap by Angela Ahn
NSSBB# 1005707

Krista and Jason have been best friends
since preschool. It never mattered that
he was a boy with reddish brown hair and
she was "the Korean girl" at school. Now
in fifth grade, everyone in their class is
preparing their Heritage Month projects.
Jason has always loved Krista's Korean
family, and particularly her mom's
cooking, but Krista is conflicted about
being her school's "Korean Ambassador."
She's also worried about asking her
intimidating grandma to teach the class
how to cook their traditional kim-bap.
Combine that with her new friends
pulling her away from Jason, and Krista
has a lot to deal with this year!

11




Grade5to 7

That Thing About Bollywood by Supriya
Kelkar

Grades5to 7
NSSBB# 1005647

You know how in Bollywood when people
are in love, they sing and dance from the
mountaintops? Eleven-year-old Sonali
wonders if they do the same when
they’re breaking up. The truth is, Sonali’s
parents don’t get along, and it looks like
they might be separating.

Sonali’s little brother, Ronak, is not taking
the news well, constantly crying. Sonali
would never do that. It's embarrassing to
let out so many feelings, to show the
world how not okay you are. But then
something strange happens, something
magical, maybe. When Sonali gets upset
during a field trip, she can’t bury her
feelings like usual—instead, she suddenly
bursts into a Bollywood song-and-dance
routine about why she’s upset!
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The next morning, much to her dismay,
Sonali’s reality has shifted. Things seem
brighter, almost too bright. Her parents
have had Bollywood makeovers. Her
friends are also breaking out into song
and dance. And somehow, everyone is
acting as if this is totally normal.

Sonali knows something has gone wrong,
and she suspects it has something to do
with her own mismanaged emotions. Can
she figure it out before it’'s too late?
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Finally Seen by Kelly Yang
NSSBB# 1007091

My sister got to grow up with my parents. Me? |
grew up with postcards from my parents.

When ten-year-old Lina Gao steps off the plane
in Los Angeles, it’s her first time in

America and the first time seeing her parents
and her little sister in five years! She’s been
waiting for this moment every day while she
lived with her grandmother in Beijing, getting
teased by kids at school who called her “left
behind girl.” Finally, her parents are ready for
her to join their fabulous life in America!
Except, it’s not exactly like in the postcards:

1. School’s a lot harder than she thought. When
she mispronounces some words in English on
the first day, she decides she simply won’t talk.
Ever again.

2. Her chatty little sister has no problem with
English. And seems to do everything better than
Lina, including knowing exactly the way to her
parents’ hearts.

3. They live in an apartment, not a house like in
Mom’s letters, and they owe a lot of back rent
from the pandemic. And Mom’s plan to pay it
back sounds more like a hobby than a
moneymaker.

As she reckons with her hurt, Lina tries to keep
a lid on her feelings, both at home and at
school. When her teacher starts facing
challenges for her latest book selection, a book
that deeply resonates with Lina, it will take all
of Lina’s courage and resilience to get over her
fear and choose a future where she’s finally
seen.

This resource contains incidents of anti-Asian racism.
Teachers should provide some context to students
selecting the novel to be responsive to the students’
learning needs. There are stereotypes and language
that can impact one’s view about their appearance
(body image).

13




Grade

Grade 7

Front Desk by Kelly Yang, NSSBB#
1004723

After emigrating from China, ten-year-old
Mia Tang's parents take a job managing a
rundown motel, despite the nasty owner,
Mr. Yao, who exploits them, while she
works the front desk and tries to cope
with fitting in at her school.

This resource contains incidents of anti-Asian
racism. Teachers should provide some
context to students selecting the novel to be
responsive to the students’ learning needs.
There are stereotypes and language that can
impact one’s view about their appearance
(body image).

Maison Rouge: Memories of a Childhood
in War by Liliane Leila Juma, NSSBB#
1004971

Liliane Leila Juma was 16 years old when
her family home in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo was destroyed by
rebel soldiers. In this gut-wrenching
memoir, she gives an account of her life
before and after her family was torn
apart by the twin nightmares of civil war
and invasion. Sincere and revealing, it
gives a moving account of a young girl's
journey from a protected and secure
family life, through a series of brutal
conflicts that saw her father murdered
and her former life utterly destroyed.
Maison Rouge is a story of war, and
unspeakable loss. It is also the story of
survival. Eventually, through the United
Nations refugee program, Leila and her
family were finally able to relocate to
Canada.

14




Grade7to 8
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Grade7to 8

A Long Walk to Water by Linda Sue Park
NSSBB# 2002943

A Long Walk to Water begins as two stories, told in
alternating sections, about two eleven-year-olds in
Sudan, a girl in 2008 and a boy in 1985. The girl,
Nya, is fetching water from a pond that is two
hours’ walk from her home: she makes two trips to
the pond every day. The boy, Salva, becomes one
of the “lost boys” of Sudan, refugees who cover
the African continent on foot as they search for
their families and for a safe place to stay.

Enduring every hardship from loneliness to attack
by armed rebels to contact with killer lions and
crocodiles, Salva is a survivor, and his story goes on
to intersect with Nya’s in an astonishing and
moving way. Includes an afterword by author Linda
Sue Park and the real-life Salva Dut, on whom the
novel is based, and who went on to found Water
for South Sudan.
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One Earth: People of Color Protecting Our Planet
by Anuradha Rao

NSSBB# 1004682

One Earth profiles Black, Indigenous and People of
Color who live and work as environmental
defenders. Through their individual stories, the
book shows that the intersection of environment
and ethnicity is an asset to achieving
environmental goals. The twenty short biographies
introduce readers to diverse activists from all
around the world, who are of many ages and
ethnicities. From saving ancient trees on the West
Coast of Canada, to protecting the Irrawaddy
dolphins of India, to uncovering racial inequalities
in the food system in the United States, these
environmental heroes are celebrated by author
and biologist Anuradha Rao, who outlines how
they went from being kids who cared about the
environment to community leaders in their

field. One Earth is full of environmental role
models waiting to be found.

15




Grade 7to 9

\_HBANA ALABED

-, A SYRIAN GIRL’S STORY OF Wﬁ.R
AND PLEA FOR FEACE f

“A story of love and courage amid brutality and terros, this is
the testimony of a child who has endured the unthinkable.”

—J.K. ROWLING

Dear World: A Syrian Girl’s Story of War and
Plea for Peace by Bana Alabed

When seven-year-old Bana Alabed took to
Twitter to describe the horrors she and her
family were experiencing in war-torn Syria,
her heartrending messages touched the
world and gave a voice to millions of innocent
children.

Bana’s happy childhood was abruptly
upended by civil war when she was only
three years old. Over the next four years, she
knew nothing but bombing, destruction, and
fear. Her harrowing ordeal culminated in a
brutal siege where she, her parents, and two
younger brothers were trapped in Aleppo,
with little access to food, water, medicine, or
other necessities.

Facing death as bombs relentlessly fell
around them—one of which completely
destroyed their home—Bana and her family
embarked on a perilous escape to Turkey.

In Bana’s own words, and featuring short,
affecting chapters by her mother,

Fatemah, Dear World is not just a gripping
account of a family endangered by war; it
offers a uniquely intimate, child’s perspective
on one of the biggest humanitarian crises in
history. Bana has lost her best friend, her
school, her home, and her homeland. But she
has not lost her hope—for herself and for
other children around the world who are
victims and refugees of war and deserve
better lives.

16
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No Place Like Home by Linh S. Nguyen

NSSBB# 2002947

Lan, a teenager who recently came to Canada
from Vietnam, spends every day searching for
a sense of belonging. Books are the only
things that make her feel at ease. But it
comes as a shock when a mysterious wind
whisks her right into the pages of her latest
fantasy read. More shocking still is the fact
that she herself summoned this wind!

Plunged into the magical world of Silva, Lan
realizes she has much to offer protagonists
Annabelle and Marlow. Once a homesick
reader and bystander rooting for the very
characters that now stand before her, Lan is a
budding witch who suddenly has the power
to help their quest. Somewhere inside her lies
the ability to not only save Annabelle and
Marlow's home, but also to shape a familiar
tale into something new.

As Lan faces off against tree guardians,
moving corn mazes, heart-eaters, and
thoughtless kings, she finds that Silva is not
so different from Toronto: new homes can be
messy. Now, torn between several places at
once, Lan begins to confront an important
guestion: how do you redefine a lost home?

17




Grades 7to 9

New Kid by Jerry Craft
Middle school

is hard enolish NSSBB# 2002687

withotit being the. ..

Seventh grader Jordan Banks loves nothing
more than drawing cartoons about his life.
But instead of sending him to the art school
of his dreams, his parents enroll himin a
prestigious private school known for its
academics, where Jordan is one of the few
kids of color in his entire grade.

As he makes the daily trip from his

ST Washington Heights apartment to the

L| E |'|:|P; IT ~: H .'l!'L upscale Riverdale Academy Day School,
Jordan soon finds himself torn between two
worlds—and not really fitting into either one.
Can Jordan learn to navigate his new school
culture while keeping his neighborhood
friends and staying true to himself?

18



Grades 7

More to the Story by Hena Khan
NSSBB# 1005530

i When Jameela Mirza is picked to be feature
. b editor of her middle school newspaper, she’s
Hena Khan . L
Ratkoraf bl c gk one step closer to being an award-winning
journalist like her late grandfather. The
problem is her editor-in-chief keeps shooting
down her article ideas. Jameela’s assigned to
write about the new boy in school, who has a
cool British accent but doesn’t share much
and wonders how she’ll make his story
gripping enough to enter into a national
media contest.

Jameela, along with her three sisters, is
devastated when their father needs to take a
job overseas, away from their cozy Georgia
home for six months. Missing him makes
Jameela determined to write an epic article—
one to make her dad extra proud. But when
her younger sister gets seriously ill, Jameela’s
world turns upside down. And as her hunger
for fame looks like it might cost her a
blossoming friendship, Jameela questions
what matters most, and whether she’s cut
out to be a journalist at all.

This resource has questions at the back, these
should be used for discussion only. One of the
characters is dealing with cancer.
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Grades 7
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SOME STORIES REFUSE TC STAY BOTTLED LP.

When You Trap a Tiger by Tae Keller
NSSBB# 2002660

When Lily and her family move in with her
sick grandmother, a magical tiger straight out
of her halmoni's Korean folktales arrives,
prompting Lily to unravel a secret family
history. Long, long ago, Halmoni stole
something from the tigers. Now they want it
back. And when one of the tigers approaches
Lily with a deal--return what her grandmother
stole in exchange for Halmoni's health--Lily is
tempted to agree. But deals with tigers are
never what they seem! With the help of her
sister and her new friend Ricky, Lily must find
her voice...and the courage to face a tiger.

Grades 7

NHUNG M. TRAN-DAVIES

AGRAIN

A Grain of Rice by Nhung N Tran-Davies
Grade 7
NSSBB# 2002721

Thirteen-year-old Yen and her family have
survived a war, famine, and persecution.
When a powerful flood ruins their village in
rural Vietnam, matters only get worse. With
the help of neighbors and family, they decide
to take the ultimate risk on a chance for a
better life.
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Unsettled by Reem Faruqi
NSSBB# 2002716

Unsettled is about Nurah'’s specific
experience moving from Karachi, Pakistan to
Peachtree City, Georgia, but it’s also about
the universal experience of moving when
you’re young and figuring out your place in
the world.

Please be advised that this book deals with
mature themes and sensitive subject matter such
as abuse and bullying.

Amina’s Voice by Hena Khan
NSSBB# 1005532 (hard cover)
NSSBB# 1005531 (paperback)

Amina has never been comfortable in the
spotlight. She is happy just hanging out with
her best friend, Soojin. Except now that she’s
in middle school everything feels different.
Soojin is suddenly hanging out with Emily, one
of the “cool” girls in the class, and even talking
about changing her name to something more
“American.” Does Amina need to start
changing too? Or hiding who she is to fit in?
While Amina grapples with these questions,
she is devastated when her local mosque is
vandalized.

21




Grades 7 to 12
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The Antiracist Kitchen: 21 Stories (and
Recipes) by Nadia L. Hohn

NSSBB# 2002919

An anthology featuring stories and recipes
from racialized authors about food, culture,
and resistance.

What if talking about racism was as easy as
baking a cake, frying plantains or cooking
rice? The Antiracist Kitchen: 21 Stories (and
Recipes) is a celebration of food, family,
activism, and resistance in the face of racism.
In this anthology featuring stories and recipes
from 21 diverse and award-winning North
American children's authors, the authors
share the role of food in their lives and how it
has helped fight discrimination, reclaim
culture and celebrate people with different
backgrounds. They bring personal and
sometimes difficult experiences growing up as
racialized people. Chopped, seared,
marinated, and stewed, The Antiracist
Kitchen highlights the power of sitting down
to share a meal and how that simple act can
help bring us all together.

Featuring recipes and stories from S.K. Ali,
Bryan Patrick Avery, Ruth Behar, Marty Chan,
Ann Yu-Kyung Choi, Hasani Claxton, Natasha
Deen, Reyna Grande, Deidre Havrelock,
Jennifer de Leon, Andrea J. Loney, Janice Lynn
Mather, Linda Sue Park, Danny Ramadan,
Sarah Raughley, Waubgeshig Rice, Rahma
Rodaah, Andrea Rogers, Simran Jeet Singh,
Ayelet Tsabari and Susan Yoon.
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Grades 8 to 9

Key Player by Kelly Yang
Grades 8 and 9
NSSBB# 2002916

The Women’s World Cup coming to Southern
California, everyone is soccer-crazy --
especially Mia Tang! The U.S. is playing China
in the finals, and Mia feels like her two
identities are finally coming together. Less
exciting, though? The fact that her P.E.
teacher wants Mia to get out of the soccer
field, too -- or fall short of the grade she needs
to earn a spot at journalism camp. But as
always, Mia Tang is ready with a she’ll track
down the two women’s teams, interview
them, and write an A-grade article for P.E.
instead! It’s not so easy, though, finding
professional athletes in Pasadena -- or
bringing two identities together, even during a
game. As Mia aims for her goals, she’ll have to
face prejudice, discrimination, and her own
fears. But if anyone can find a way to win, it’s
Mia Tang!

This resource contains incidents of anti-Asian
racism. Teachers should provide some context to
students selecting the novel to be responsive to
the students’ learning needs. There are
stereotypes and language that can impact one’s
view about their appearance (body image).
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Grade 8

Finding Junie Kim by Ellen Oh
NSSBB# 2002632

A story of family, hope, and survival, inspired
by the author's mother’s real-life experiences
during the Korean War. Faced with middle
school racism, Junie Kim learns of her
grandparents’ extraordinary strength and
finds her voice.

Please be advised that this book deals with mature
themes and sensitive subject matter. Some readers
may find the use of language objectionable.
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Grade 8

ROBIN HA

Almost American Girl: An lllustrated Memoir by
Robin Ha

NSSBB# 2002579

A teen graphic novel memoir about a Korean-born,
non-English-speaking girl who is abruptly
transplanted from Seoul to Huntsville, Alabama,
and struggles with extreme culture shock and
isolation, until she discovers her passion for comic
arts.

For as long as she can remember, it’s been Robin
and her mom against the world. Growing up in the
1990s as the only child of a single mother in Seoul,
Korea, wasn’t always easy, but it has bonded them
fiercely together.

So when a vacation to visit friends in Huntsville,
Alabama, unexpectedly becomes a permanent
relocation—following her mother’s announcement
that she’s getting married—Robin is devastated.
Overnight, her life changes. She is dropped into a
new school where she doesn’t understand the
language and struggles to keep up. She is completely
cut off from her friends at home and has no access
to her beloved comics. At home, she doesn’t fit in
with her new stepfamily. And worst of all, she is
furious with the one person she is closest to—her
mother.

Then one day Robin’s mother enrolls her in a local
comic drawing class, which opens the window to a
future Robin could never have imagined.

25




Grades 7,8 and 9
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Finding Home - The Journey of Immigrants and
Refugees by Jen Sookfong Lee, NSSBB# 2002622

What drives people to search for new homes? From
war zones to politics, there are many reasons why
people have always searched for a place to call
home. In Finding Home: The Journey of Immigrants
and Refugees we discover how human migration has
shaped our world. We explore its origins and the
current issues facing immigrants and refugees
today, and we hear the first-hand stories of people
who have moved across the globe looking for safety,
security, and happiness.

Grade ..

“This is a necessary story, We're lucky to have it in the world.”
—jason Reynolds, avard-winning, bestsclling author of the Track scrics and Long Way Do

Other Words for Home by Jasmine Warga, NSSBB#

2002586 (Hard Cover) and NSSBB# 2002627 (Paper
Back)

Jude never thought she’d be leaving her beloved
older brother and father behind, all the way across
the ocean in Syria. But when things in her
hometown start becoming volatile, Jude and her
mother are sent to live in Cincinnati with relatives.

At first, everything in America seems too fast and
too loud. The American movies that Jude has always
loved haven’t quite prepared her for starting school
in the US—and her new label of “Middle Eastern,”
an identity she’s never known before. But this life
also brings unexpected surprises—there are new
friends, a whole new family, and a school musical
that Jude might just try out for. Maybe America,
too, is a place where Jude can be seen as she really
is.
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Grade 7
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VICTORIA JAMIESON
OMAR MOHAMED

Grades 9 to 10

When Stars are Scattered by Victoria Jamieson and
Omar Mohamed NSSBB# 2002591

Omar and his younger brother, Hassan, have spent
most of their lives in Dadaab, a refugee camp in
Kenya. Life is hard there: never enough food,
achingly dull, and without access to the medical care
Omar knows his nonverbal brother needs. So when
Omar has the opportunity to go to school, he knows
it might be a chance to change their future . . . but it
would also mean leaving his brother, the only family
member he has left, every day.

Heartbreak, hope, and gentle humor exist together
in this graphic novel about a childhood spent
waiting, and a young man who is able to create a
sense of family and home in the most difficult of
settings. It's an intimate, important, unforgettable
look at the day-to-day life of a refugee, as told

to New York Times Bestselling author/artist Victoria
Jamieson by Omar Mohamed, the Somali man who
lived the story.

When Clouds Touch Us by Thanhha Lai
NSSBB# 2002902

Ha and her family have worked hard to make a life
for themselves in the US, but it hasn’t come easy. Ha
has only just started to feel settled when Mother
decides that the family will move to Texas for a new
job.

Ha knows how hard starting over is and doesn’t
want to have to do it again. But sometimes even an
unwanted change can bring opportunity, new
friends, and a place to call home.
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The Magic Fish by Trung Le Nguyen
NSSBB# 2002515
Real life isn't a fairytale.

But Tién still enjoys reading his favorite stories with
his parents from the books he borrows from the
local library. It's hard enough trying to communicate
with your parents as a kid, but for Tién, he doesn't
even have the right words because his parents are
struggling with their English. Is there a Vietnamese
word for what he's going through?

Is there a way to tell them he's gay?

Wishes by Muon Thi Van, NSSBB# 2002522

An arresting, poetic journey and a moving reflection
on immigration, family, and home, from an
acclaimed creative team.

Wishes tells the powerful, honest story about one
Vietnamese family's search for a new home on the
other side of the world, and the long-lasting and
powerful impact that makes on the littlest member
of the family. Inspired by actual events in the
author's life, this is a narrative that is both timely
and timeless. Told through the eyes of a young girl,
the story chronicles a family's difficult and powerful
journey to pack up what they can carry and to leave
their world behind, traveling to a new and unknown
place in a crowded boat.
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The Only Path by Alexandra Diaz

NSSBB# 2002801 (hard cover)
NSSBB# 2002802 (paperback)

Twelve-year-old Jaime makes the treacherous and
life-changing journey from his home in Guatemala to
live with his older brother in the United States in this
gripping and realistic middle grade novel.

Jaime is sitting on his bed drawing when he hears a
scream. Instantly, he knows: Miguel, his cousin and
best friend, is dead. Everyone in Jaime’s small town
in Guatemala knows someone who has been killed
by the Alphas, a powerful gang that’s known for
violence and drug trafficking. Anyone who refuses to
work for them is hurt or killed—like Miguel. With
Miguel gone, Jaime fears that he is next. There’s only
one choice: accompanied by his cousin Angela, Jaime
must flee his home to live with his older brother in
New Mexico.

Inspired by true events, The Only Road is an
individual story of a boy who feels that leaving his
home and risking everything is his only chance for a
better life. It is a story of fear and bravery, love and
loss, strangers becoming family, and one boy’s
treacherous and life-changing journey.

Please be advised that this book deals with mature
themes and sensitive subject matter.

Refugees 87 by Ele Fountain, NSSBB# 2002158

Shif has a happy life, unfamiliar with the horrors of
his country's regime. He is one of the smartest boys
in school, and feels safe and loved in the home he
shares with his mother and little sister, right next
door to his best friend. But the day that soldiers
arrive at his door, Shif knows that he will never be
safe again -- his only choice is to run. Facing both
unthinkable cruelty and boundless kindness, Shif
bravely makes his way towards a future he can
barely imagine.
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Grade 10 to 12
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Born A Girl — It Takes Courage by Alice Dussutour
NSSBB# 2002997

When you’re born a girl, some parts of the world are
kinder places to grow up in than others. Meet
Kaneila, Jade, Mahnoosh, Makena and Luisa. They are
five girls in five different countries whose lives are
overshadowed by violence and injustice, just because
they are female. These girls navigate the challenges
and horrors of period poverty, female genital
mutilation, lack of access to education, body shaming
and femicide. The stories are heartbreaking but also
inspiring, as the girls are surrounded by people who
bring hope and speak out for equality. Following each
story is a section that explains the real-life
circumstances for girls in many parts of the world,
important terms, and what girls and women are
doing to take action today. For these girls, their
individual experiences of being born a girl may be
different, but their desire for freedom and equality is
universal.

Grade 10 to 12

Amla Mater by Devi Menon
NSSBB# 2002999

In this sweetly nostalgic graphic novel, the
narrator recounts her meandering journey from
her ancestral village in South India to the United
Kingdom, capturing the deep feeling of longing
for home that shapes the lives of emigrants
everywhere.
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ALAN GRATACE
Aty o

Refugees by Alan Gratz, NSSBB# 2002007
Three different kids.
One mission in common: ESCAPE.

Josef is a Jewish boy in 1930s Nazi Germany. With the
threat of concentration camps looming, he and his
family board a ship bound for the other side of the
world...

Isabel is a Cuban girl in 1994. With riots and unrest
plaguing her country, she and her family set out on a
raft, hoping to find safety and freedom in America...

Mahmoud is a Syrian boy in 2015. With his homeland
torn apart by violence and destruction, he and his
family begin a long trek toward Europe...

All three young people will go on harrowing journeys
in search of refuge. All will face unimaginable
dangers—from drownings to bombings to betrayals.
But for each of them, there is always the hope of
tomorrow. And although Josef, Isabel, and Mahmoud
are separated by continents and decades, surprising
connections will tie their stories together in the end.
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Saints and Misfits. A Novel by S.K. Ali, NSSBB#
2001893

Fifteen-year-old Janna Yusuf, a Flannery O'Connor-
obsessed book nerd and the daughter of the only
divorced mother at their mosque, tries to make
sense of the events that follow when her best
friend's cousin--a holy star in the Muslim
community--attempts to assault her at the end of
sophomore year.

Please be advised that this book deals with mature
themes and sensitive subject matter such as explicit sex,
substance abuse, family structures, alternative lifestyles,
and disturbing issues including depression, alienation,
suicide, and eating disorders. Some readers may find the
use of profanity, coarse or vulgar language, and/or
graphic violence objectionable.

Grade 10
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Sliding Home by Joyce Grant NSSBB# 2002214

Miguel hasn't missed his native El Salvador since
arriving in Canada with his mother and sister. But
with his father still in El Salvador running their
bakery, and gangs shaking down the old
neighbourhood, life still isn't easy for Miguel.
Holding down multiple jobs leaves him with little
time for his beloved game of baseball — while
happy-go-lucky Sebastian, Miguel's teammate on
the Blues of Toronto's Christie Pits Park, spends his
free time becoming a faster and better player.

When his father's situation becomes critical, Miguel
becomes desperate to bring him to Canada. But he
can't even afford to join the Blues on a road game
— how can his family possibly pay his father's way?
A solution comes from Sebastian, who proposes a
big baseball fundraiser. As the Blues learn about the
hard realities some new Canadian kids face, Miguel
and his family learn to trust their neighbours and
teammates.
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CELLIST OF
SARAJEVO

The Cellist of Sarajevo by Steven Galloway, NSSBB#
2002227

This brilliant novel with universal resonance tells
the story of three people trying to survive in a city
rife with the extreme fear of desperate times, and
of the sorrowing cellist who plays undaunted in
their midst.

One day a shell lands in a bread line and kills twenty-
two people as the cellist watches from a window in his
flat. He vows to sit in the hollow where the mortar fell
and play Albinoni’s Adagio once a day for each of the
twenty-two victims. The Adagio had been re-created
from a fragment after the only extant score was
firebombed in the Dresden Music Library, but the fact
that it had been rebuilt by a different composer into
something new and worthwhile gives the cellist hope.

Meanwhile, Kenan steels himself for his weekly walk
through the dangerous streets to collect water for his
family on the other side of town, and Dragan, a man
Kenan doesn’t know, tries to make his way towards the
source of the free meal he knows is waiting. Both men
are almost paralyzed with fear, uncertain when the
next shot will land on the bridges or streets they must
cross, unwilling to talk to their old friends of what life
was once like before divisions were unleashed on their
city. Then there is “Arrow,” the pseudonymous name
of a gifted female sniper, who is asked to protect the
cellist from a hidden shooter who is out to kill him as
he plays his memorial to the victims.

In this beautiful and unforgettable novel, Steven
Galloway has taken an extraordinary, imaginative leap
to create a story that speaks powerfully to the dignity
and generosity of the human spirit under extraordinary
duress.

Please be advised that this book deals with mature themes
and sensitive subject matter such as explicit sex, substance
abuse, family structures, alternative lifestyles, and disturbing
issues including depression, alienation, suicide, and eating
disorders. Some readers may find the use of profanity,
coarse or vulgar language, and/or graphic violence
objectionable.

33




Grade 10

When You Ask Me Where I'm Going by Jasmin Kaur,
NSSBB# 2002289

Jasmin Kaur’s stunning debut novel is a collection of
poetry, illustrations, and prose.

scream

so that one day

a hundred years from now

another sister will not have to

dry her tears wondering

where in history

she lost her voice

The six sections of the book explore what it means to
be a young woman living in a world that doesn’t always
hear her and tell the story of Kiran as she flees a
history of trauma and raises her daughter, Sahaara,
while living undocumented in North America. Delving
into current cultural conversations including sexual
assault, mental health, feminism, and immigration, this
narrative of resilience, healing, empowerment, and
love will galvanize readers to fight for what is right in
their world.

Please be advised that this book deals with mature themes
and sensitive subject matter such as explicit sex, substance
abuse, family structures, alternative lifestyles, and disturbing
issues including depression, alienation, suicide, and eating
disorders. Some readers may find the use of profanity,
coarse or vulgar language, and/or graphic violence
objectionable.

Grade 10
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Ground Zero: A Novel by Alan Gratz, NSSBB# 2002510

Brandon is visiting his dad on the 107th floor of the
World Trade Center on September 11, 2001 when the
attack comes; Reshmina is a girl in Afghanistan who has
grown up in the aftermath of that attack but dreams of
peace, becoming a teacher and escaping her village
and the narrow role that the Taliban believes is
appropriate for women--both are struggling to survive,
both changed forever by the events of 9/11.

34




Grade 10 to 12

Escape From Aleppo by N.H. Senzai
NSSBB 2002790

Silver and gold balloons. A birthday cake covered in
pink roses. A new dress.

Nadia stands at the center of attention in her parents’
elegant dining room. This is the best day of my life, she
thinks. Everyone is about to sing “Happy Birthday,”
when her uncle calls from the living room, “Baba,
brothers, you need to see this.” Reluctantly, she
follows her family into the other room. On TV, a
reporter stands near an overturned vegetable cart on a
dusty street. Beside it is a mound of smoldering ashes.
The reporter explains that a vegetable vendor in the
city of Tunis burned himself alive, protesting corrupt
government officials who have been harassing his
business. Nadia frowns.

It is December 17, 2010: Nadia’s twelfth birthday and
the beginning of the Arab Spring. Soon anti-
government protests erupt across the Middle East and,
one by one, countries are thrown into turmoil. As civil
war flares in Syria and bombs fall across Nadia’s home
city of Aleppo, her family decides to flee to safety.
Inspired by current events, this novel sheds light on the
complicated situation in Syria that has led to an
international refugee crisis, and tells the story of one
girl’s journey to safety.

Please be advised that this book deals with mature themes
and sensitive subject matter. Some readers may find the use
of language objectionable.
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Grade 10 to 12

House Without Walls by Ching Yeung Russell
NSSBB# 2002791

For most people, home is a place with four walls. It's a
place to eat, sleep, rest, and live. For a refugee, the
concept of home is ever-changing, ever-moving, ever-
wavering. And often, it doesn't have any walls at all.

Eleven-year-old Lam escapes from Vietnam with Dee
Dee during the Vietnamese Boat People Exodus in
1979, when people from Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia
fled their homelands for safety. For a refugee, the trip
is a long and perilous one, filled with dangerous
encounters with pirates and greedy sailors, a lack of
food and water, and even the stench of a dead body
onboard. When they finally arrive at a refugee camp,
Lam befriends Dao, a girl her age who becomes like a
sister-a welcome glimmer of happiness after a
terrifying journey.

Readers will feel as close to Lam as the jade pendant
she wears around her neck, sticking by her side
throughout her journey as she experiences fear,
crushing loss, boredom, and some small moments of
joy along the way.

Please be advised that this book deals with mature themes
and sensitive subject matter. Some readers may find the use
of language objectionable.
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Refugees & Forced Migration: A Canadian
Perspective: An A-Z guide by Catherine Baillie Abidi
and Shiva Nourpanah, NSSBB# 2002178

Although refugees have been pushed into the spotlight
over the past few years, particularly as a result of the
Syrian crisis, they are never far from public
consciousness or policy debates. Based on years of
close community and academic involvement in local,
national, and international refugee affairs, Drs.
Catherine Baillie Abidi and Shiva Nourpanah have
created an accessible A-to-Z reference book focused on
raising awareness on refugee and forced migration
issues in Canada, with a specific focus on Atlantic
Canada. Defining key concepts, from "asylum seeker"
to "Generation Z," this accessible guide is situated
within a critical framework, acknowledging Canada's
complex immigration history.

Grade 11
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Peace by Chocolate: The Hadhad Family's Remarkable
Journey from Syria to Canada by Jon Tattrie, NSSBB#
2002467

Tareq Hadhad was worried about his father: Isam did
not know what to do with his life. Before the war
began in Syria, Isam had run a chocolate company for
over twenty years. But that life was gone now. The
factory was destroyed, and he and his family had spent
three years in limbo as refugees before coming to
Canada. So, in an unfamiliar kitchen in a small town,
Isam began to make chocolate again. This remarkable
book tells the extraordinary story of the Hadhad family
— Isam, his wife Shahnaz, and their sons and daughters
— and the founding of the chocolatier, Peace by
Chocolate. From the devastation of the Syrian civil war,
through their life as refugees in Lebanon, to their
arrival in a small town in Atlantic Canada, Peace by
Chocolate is the story of one family. It is also the story
of the people of Antigonish, Nova Scotia, and so many
towns across Canada, who welcomed strangers and
helped them face the challenges of settling in an
unfamiliar land.
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Internment by Samira Ahmed, NSSBB# 2002192

Rebellions are built on hope. Set in a horrifying near-
future United States, seventeen-year-old Layla Amin
and her parents are forced into an internment camp
for Muslim American citizens.

With the help of newly made friends also trapped
within the internment camp, her boyfriend on the
outside, and an unexpected alliance, Layla begins a
journey to fight for freedom, leading a revolution
against the camp's Director and his guards.
Heart-racing and emotional, Internment challenges
readers to fight complicit silence that exists in our
society today.

Please be advised that this book deals with mature themes
and sensitive subject matter such as explicit sex, substance
abuse, family structures, alternative lifestyles, and disturbing
issues including depression, alienation, suicide, and eating
disorders. Some readers may find the use of profanity,
coarse or vulgar language, and/or graphic violence
objectionable.
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The Love and Lies of Rukhsana Ali by Sabina Khan,
NSSBB# 2002484

Seventeen-year-old Rukhsana Ali is looking forward to
going to Caltech and getting away from her
conservative Muslim parents' expectation that she will
marry, especially since she is in love with her girlfriend
Ariana--but when her parents catch her kissing Ariana,
they whisk Rukhsana off to Bangladesh and a world of
tradition and arranged marriages, and she must find
the courage to fight for the right to choose her own
path.

Please be advised that this book deals with mature themes
and sensitive subject matter such as explicit sex, substance
abuse, family structures, alternative lifestyles, and disturbing
issues including depression, alienation, suicide, and eating
disorders. Some readers may find the use of profanity,
coarse or vulgar language, and/or graphic violence
objectionable.
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Grade 12

Edited by Katherine Locke and Laura Silverman

Foreword by Mayim Bialik

8| OTHER JEWISH STORIES L."!J

Diahlia Adlar = Audi Alsasd = David Levithan = Elie Lichtschein = Alex London
Goldy Moldavsky = Hannah Moskowitz = Matthue Roth = Lance Rubin

Dana Schwartz « Rached Lynn Solomon = Mova Ren Suma

It's a Whole Spiel: Love, Latkes, and Other Jewish Stories
by Katherine Locke and Laura Silverman, NSSBB# 2002151

A Jewish boy falls in love with a fellow counselor at
summer camp. A group of Jewish friends take the trip of a
lifetime. A girl meets her new boyfriend's family over
Shabbat dinner. Two best friends put their friendship to
the test over the course of a Friday night. A Jewish girl
feels pressure to date the only Jewish boy in her grade.
Hilarious pranks and disaster ensue at a crush's Hanukkah

party.

From stories of confronting their relationships with
Judaism to rom-coms with a side of bagels and lox, It's a
Whole Spiel features one story after another that says yes,
we are Jewish, but we are also queer, and disabled, and
creative, and political, and adventurous, and anything we
want to be. You will fall in love with this insightful, funny,
and romantic Jewish anthology from a collection of
diverse Jewish authors.Get ready to fall in love, experience
heartbreak, and discover the true meaning of identity in
this poignant collection of short stories about Jewish
teens, including entries by David Levithan, Nova Ren
Suma, and more!

A Jewish boy falls in love with a fellow counselor at
summer camp. A group of Jewish friends take the trip of a
lifetime. A girl meets her new boyfriend’s family over
Shabbat dinner. Two best friends put their friendship to
the test over the course of a Friday night. A Jewish girl
feels pressure to date the only Jewish boy in her grade.
Hilarious pranks and disaster ensue at a crush’s Hanukkah
party. From stories of confronting their relationships with
Judaism to rom-coms with a side of bagels and lox, It’s a
Whole Spiel features one story after another that says yes,
we are Jewish, but we are also queer, and disabled, and
creative, and political, and adventurous, and anything we
want to be. You will fall in love with this insightful, funny,
and romantic Jewish anthology from a collection of
diverse Jewish authors.

Please be advised that this book deals with mature themes and
sensitive subject matter such as explicit sex, substance abuse,
family structures, alternative lifestyles, and disturbing issues
including depression, alienation, suicide, and eating disorders.
Some readers may find the use of profanity, coarse or vulgar
language, and/or graphic violence objectionable.
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“Brilliantly crafted. .with heart-wrenching beauty and

candor. ...
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The Astonishing Color of After by Emily X. R. Pan, NSSBB#
2002187

Leigh Chen Sanders is absolutely certain about one thing:
When her mother died by suicide, she turned into a bird.

Leigh, who is half Asian and half white, travels to Taiwan
to meet her maternal grandparents for the first time.
There, she is determined to find her mother, the bird. In
her search, she winds up chasing after ghosts, uncovering
family secrets, and forging a new relationship with her
grandparents. And as she grieves, she must try to
reconcile the fact that on the same day she kissed her best
friend and long time secret crush, Axel, her mother was
taking her own life.

Alternating between real and magic, past and present,
friendship and romance, hope and despair, The
Astonishing Color of After is a stunning and heartbreaking
novel about finding oneself through family history, art,
grief, and love.

Please be advised that this book deals with mature themes and
sensitive subject matter such as explicit sex, substance abuse,
family structures, alternative lifestyles, and disturbing issues
including depression, alienation, suicide, and eating disorders.
Some readers may find the use of profanity, coarse or vulgar
language, and/or graphic violence objectionable.
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Butterfly Yellow: A Novel by Thanhha Lai, NSSBB#
2002291

THANHHA LA
\’ S

In the final days of the Viét Nam War, Hang takes her little
brother, Linh, to the airport, determined to find a way to
safety in America. In a split second, Linh is ripped from her
arms—and Hang is left behind in the war-torn country.

Six years later, Hang has made the brutal journey from
Viét Nam and is now in Texas as a refugee. She doesn’t
know how she will find the little brother who was taken
from her until she meets LeeRoy, a city boy with big rodeo
dreams, who decides to help her.

Hang is overjoyed when she reunites with Linh. But when
she realizes he doesn’t remember her, their family, or Viét
Nam, her heart is crushed. Though the distance between
them feels greater than ever, Hang has come so far that
she will do anything to bridge the gap.

Strong language includes variations of "hell," "s--t,"
"dumbass," "damn," "shut up," and "jackass."

Please be advised that this book deals with mature themes and
sensitive subject matter such as explicit sex, substance abuse,
family structures, alternative lifestyles, and disturbing issues
including depression, alienation, suicide, and eating disorders.
Some readers may find the use of profanity, coarse or vulgar
language, and/or graphic violence objectionable.
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Fight Like A Girl by Sheena Kamai, NSSBB# 2002478

Love and violence. In some families they're bound up
together, dysfunctional and poisonous, passed from
generation to generation like eye color or a quirk of smile.
Trisha's trying to break the chain, channeling her violent
impulses into Muay Thai kickboxing, an unlikely sport for a
slightly built girl of Trinidadian descent. Her father comes
and goes as he pleases, his presence adding a layer of
tension to the Toronto east-end townhouse that Trisha
and her mom call home, every punch he lands on her
mother carving itself indelibly into Trisha's mind. Until the
night he wanders out drunk in front of the car Trisha is
driving, practicing on her learner's permit, her mother in
the passenger seat. Her father is killed, and her mother
seems strangely at peace. Lighter, somehow. Trisha
doesn't know exactly what happened that night, but she's
afraid it's going to happen again. Her mom has a new man
in her life and the patterns, they are repeating.

Please be advised that this book deals with mature themes and
sensitive subject matter such as explicit sex, substance abuse,
family structures, alternative lifestyles, and disturbing issues
including depression, alienation, suicide, and eating disorders.
Some readers may find the use of profanity, coarse or vulgar
language, and/or graphic violence objectionable.

Grade 12

ARRIVAL

e ——

Y

SHAUN TAN

The Arrival by Shaun Tan, NSSBB# 25731

In a heartbreaking parting, a man gives his wife and
daughter a last kiss and boards a steamship to cross the
ocean. He's embarking on the most painful yet important
journey of his life- he's leaving home to build a better
future for his family.
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