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Culturally Responsive P-6 Books in the Authorized Learning Resource (ALR) – Part 2 

 

Finally Heard by Kelly Yang 
 
Grades 6 to 7 
 
NSSBB# 1007404 
 
When ten-year-old Lina Gao sees her mom’s video 
on social media take off, she’s captivated by the 
potential to be seen and heard! Maybe online she 
can finally find the confidence she craves. Whereas 
in real life she’s growing so fast, she feels like 
microwave popcorn, bursting out of her skin! 
 
With the help of her two best friends, Carla and 
Finn, and her little sister, Millie, Lina sets off to go 
viral. Except there’s a lot more to social media than 
Lina ever imagined, like: 
 
1. Seeing inside her classmates’ lives! Is she really 
the only person on the planet who doesn’t have a 
walk-in closet? 
2. Group chats! Disappearing videos! What is 
everyone talking about in the secret chats? And 
how can she join? 
3. A bazillion stories about what to eat, wear, and 
put on her face. Could they all be telling the truth? 
Everyone sounds so sure of what they’re saying! 
 
As Lina descends deeper and deeper into social 
media, it will take all her strength to break free 
from the likes and find the courage to be her 
authentic self in this fast-paced world. 
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On The Tip of a Wave: How Ai Weiwei’s Art is 
Changing the Tide by Joanna Ho 
 
Grades 6 to 9  
 
NSSBB# 1007426 
 
Told in Joanna Ho’s signature lyrical writing, this is 
the story that shines a light on Ai Weiwei and his 
journey, specifically how the Life Jackets exhibit at 
Konzerthaus Berlin came to be. As conditions for 
refugees worsened, Ai Weiwei was inspired by the 
discarded life jackets on the shores of Lesbos to 
create a bold installation that would grab the 
attention of the world. Cátia Chien masterfully 
portrays the intricate life of Ai Weiwei with 
inspirations from woodblock printing and a special 
emphasis on the color orange, the same color of 
the life jackets that became a beacon of hope. 
Through Cátia’s dynamic and stunning illustrations, 
we see how Ai Weiwei became the activist and 
artist he is today while proving the power of art 
within humanity. 

 

Between My Hands by Mitali Perkins 
 
Grades pre-primary to 3 
 
NSSBB# 1007403 
 
What’s between your hands when you namaste 
the world? 
 
Maya is only three days into summer vacation and 
already bored. Outside her window, the street is 
full of neighbors. Coming and going. Earning and 
spending. Fixing and mending. Everyone has 
something to do—everyone’s hands are busy. 
 
Except Maya’s. When she opens her palms, they 
are empty. They are small. 
 
What in the world can her hands do? 
 
As Maya longs to do something useful alongside 
her neighbors—proclaim truth, stand for justice, or 
show mercy—she discovers that children like her 
can give the greatest gift of all: love. 
 



3 
 

 

A Bindi Can Be.. by Suma Subramaniam 
 
Grades pre-primary to 3 
 
NSSBB# 1007402 
 
A young girl makes a bindi with her grandmother 
and discovers what wearing one means to her. 
 
A young girl is eager to learn all about bindis, the 
red dot that goes between her brows. Paati, her 
grandmother, shows her how to make a bindi in a 
clay pot by combining crushed turmeric, 
sandalwood powder and a dollop of ghee. They 
mix and mix and mix until, like magic, the mixture 
turns from yellow to bright red. Her bindi can be 
big or small, and shaped like a star, a flower or a 
glowing half-moon. She can wear her bindi to 
celebrate different festivals, such as Diwali, or on 
an ordinary day as a way to stay centered and 
calm. In this way, she discovers that her bindi is 
more than just a dot. 

 

The Kindest Red. A Story of Hijab and Friendship 
by Ibtihaj Muhammad 
 
Grades pre-primary to 3 
 
NSSBB# 1007405 
 
It’s picture day and Faizah can’t wait to wear her 
special red dress with matching hair ribbons, 
passed down from her mother and sister. Faizah’s 
teacher starts the day by asking her students to 
envision the kind of world they want, inspiring 
Faizah and her friends to spend the day helping 
one another in ways large and small.  
 
But when it’s time for sibling pictures, Faizah 
realizes that she and her older sister, Asiya, don’t 
match like her classmates do with their siblings. 
With help from her classmates inspired by Asiya’s 
hijab, Faizah finds that acts of kindness can come 
back to you in unexpected ways.   
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Slippery, Spicy, Tingly: A Kimchi Mystery by 
Yangsook Choi 
 
Grades primary to 3 
 
NSSBB# 1007422 
 
Keo loves kimchi! And he loves Halmoni, his 
grandmother! But when Halmoni unexpectedly 
comes to visit and digs a big hole in the backyard, 
he's not sure what's going on. Could Halmoni be 
planning to bury a secret treasure. 

 

A Long Way Home by Jean Little  
 
Grades 2 to 4  
 
NSSBB# 1007429 
 
Jane and Maya are very different. Maya is a quiet 
girl and a refugee, new to this country, while 
chatty and outgoing Jane has lived in the same 
place her whole life. The girls become instant 
friends. When they learn about endangered 
species in school, they decide to do their own small 
part to help by supporting migrating monarch 
butterflies. 
 
Together they plant a milkweed garden to feed and 
shelter the tiny creatures, then watch in 
amazement as a monarch hatches and grows 
before leaving on the long journey to Mexico. After 
all the butterflies have departed, Maya shares her 
own migration story — her family’s long journey to 
Canada. Maya wishes the monarchs safety in their 
new home too. 
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Natasha Wing's The Night Before Lunar New Year 
by Natasha Wing and Lingfeng Ho 
 
Grades primary to 3 
 
It's the night before Lunar New Year, and a little 
girl is excited for all of the celebrations to come. 
She's prepared dumplings with her mom, bought a 
new dress in Chinatown, and even helped scare 
mythical beast Nian away with her cousins and 
brother. There's only one problem: she's a bit 
nervous about all of the loud noises at the 
upcoming Lunar New Year Parade. Will she 
overcome her fears?  

 

Once Upon a Diwali by Anita Mishra 
 
Grades 2 to 3 
 
NSSBB# 1007392 
 
Riya loves Diwali for the tasty treats but not the 
darkness and loud fireworks. Can Riya be brave 
and find a way to celebrate Diwali with her family 
without being scared? 
 
Presented as a ‘Once Upon a Time’ bedtime story, 
children will learn the origin of Diwali and how it 
came to be a celebration of light over darkness and 
good over evil. Diwali is a five-day long celebration 
beginning from purchasing silver and gold items, to 
decorating the home with lights and candles, to 
preparing baked goods and visiting friends and 
family, to ending the holiday with fireworks and a 
celebration of siblings. 
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Emilia’s Corte by Veronica Castillo and Juleesa 
Espinoza 
 
Grades 2 to 3 NSSBB# 1007391 
 
Through a hand-me-down traditional Mayan skirt, 
Emilia takes flight and sees her neighborhood in a 
new way, embracing her Guatemalan culture and 
letting her personality shine through her shyness. 
 
Emilia would rather play with her kite alone than 
go to birthday parties, pick up beans for her mom’s 
frijoles dinner, or wear her mom’s old corte into 
town where everyone can see her. With a gust of 
wind, Emilia’s corte takes flight, and she sees what 
it’s like to miss out on celebrating with friends, 
dancing to the marimba at the park, and being 
brave enough to ask for her favorite cookie, 
champurradas. After the heavy frijoles weigh her 
down and lead her to walk back home, she gets a 
second chance to participate in neighborhood 
events. 
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Amira & Hamza: The Quest for the Ring of Power 
by Samira Ahmed 
 
Grades 6 to 7 NSSBB# 1007385 
 
Amira and Hamza have returned from Qaf, the 
magical Jinn world, as triumphant heroes—and life 
has been pleasantly quiet. Too quiet. Hamza is 
determined to have one last monumental, epic 
adventure before summer ends. But when 
sneaking off to explore an old, abandoned castle 
goes from life-changing adventure to potentially 
deadly, Amira and Hamza find themselves in the 
middle of another dangerous quest to save the 
worlds. One they didn’t bargain for. 
  
The siblings are brought face to face with the evil 
dev, Ahriman, angry and out for revenge. And if 
Amira and Hamza thought Ifrit was bad, his dad 
Ahriman, the last in an ancient line of fire spirits, is 
far worse. Ahriman kidnaps Hamza and forces him 
to help locate the lost Ring of Power, an ancient 
and mysterious artifact that will allow him to rule 
the universe. Desperate to save her brother, Amira 
must outsmart perilous traps and confounding 
puzzles in a race against time to retrieve the 
artifact before Ahriman does or say goodbye to 
Hamza and their world forever. 
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Mandeep’s Cloudy Days by Kuljinder Kaur Brar 
 
Grades 1 to 3 
 
NSSBB# 1007383 
 
Spending time with her dad makes Mandeep’s 
days shine. They have cha parties, perform 
Bhangra shows, and best of all, they write jokes 
together in her favorite unicorn journal. But when 
Dad starts a job as a truck driver, he starts being 
away from home most of the week. Without Dad, 
storm clouds start taking over Mandeep’s sunny 
days, casting a shadow on all the things she used to 
love doing. Can anything help Mandeep feel 
better? 

 

Muhammad’s Recipe for Remembering by Maidah 
Ahmad 
 
Grades primary to 3 
 
NSSBB# 1007384 
 
Muhammad wants to take part in his school’s 
assembly to honor veterans, but no one in his 
community, let alone his family, has been involved 
in the World Wars . . . have they? After discussions 
with his family and elders at his mosque, 
Muhammad starts to piece together his family’s 
lost history, and realizes that you don’t need a 
trophy or medal to remember those you’ve lost–it 
can be as simple as sharing a piece of roti. 



9 
 

  

 

Call Me Adnan by Reem Faruqi 
 
Grades 6 to 8 
 
NSSBB# 1007380 
 
Adnan Zakir loves table tennis. He's also colorblind, 
left-handed, and has a fondness for the aviation 
alphabet. He's super close with his sister, Aaliyah, 
who is a great dancer and memorizer of Quran, 
and he loves his little toddler brother Rizwan, who 
only wants to grow up and play table tennis like his 
big brother.  
 
All Adnan dreams of is making it to the Ultimate 
Table Tennis Championship in Florida, and if he 
qualifies for the tournament, he knows he will get 
to spend the Eid holiday with his cousins! But when 
the family travels there, unthinkable tragedy 
strikes, and Adnan swears he'll never play table 
tennis ever again. Slowly, he and his family must 
learn to make peace and move forward, as a 
family. 
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We Belong Here by Frieda Wishinsky 
 
Grades 1 to 3 
 
NSSBB# 1007428 
 
Eve Bloom doesn’t like being taunted at school for 
being a newcomer. This is her home. When Eve 
notices the same children bullying Mark Nakamura 
for his Japanese culture, she jumps in to defend 
him. A fast friendship forms, built on shared 
stories, loyalty and laughter. 
 
When Eve’s family’s business is threatened, and 
Mark’s father may need to move again to find 
work, Eve’s clever thinking shows everyone that 
when friends help one another the whole 
community is better together. 
 
We Belong Here is a story of friendship between a 
Japanese boy and a Jewish girl in Canada soon 
after the end of World War II. While the setting is 
historical, the themes are perennial: the power of 
friendship, family and community and the strength 
of solidarity in the face of adversity. It reminds 
readers that children can take actions that make a 
true difference. 
 



11 
 

 

Barefoot Skateboarders by Rina Singh 
 
Grades primary to 3 
 
NSSBB# 1007354 
 
The remote village of Janwaar in Northern India 
has been the same for a long time, with the 
community strictly divided into castes. It's a quiet 
village… until the construction project begins. 

Ramkesh can't tell what it will be—it's all ramps 
and hills. When it's done, he sees kids playing on it, 
on strange boards with wheels... Soon, he's invited 
to try, and he's hooked—practicing tricks and 
soaring on his skateboard. At first, it's all boys, but 
Ramkesh invites his sister, and other girls join too. 
Word gets out that the tiny village is a hotbed of 
skateboarding talent, and people flock from all 
over to see it, and to teach the kids new tricks. 
Ramkesh and his friends even get invited to travel, 
gaining the first-ever passports for their village. But 
most important, they come back home to tell of 
their journeys...and to lead the way for Janwaar 
into the future, with a newfound sense of joy and 
unity. 

 

 

One Day by Joanna Ho 
 
Grades pre-primary to 3 
 
NSSBB# 1007381 
 
Her son will be courageous and kind, powerful and 
curious, and blaze his own trail. He will know that it 
is okay to cry, or be scared, or uncertain. Above all, 
he will know that he is more than enough exactly 
as he is. 
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Lolo's Sari-Sari Store by Sophia N. Lee 
 
Grades primary to 3 
 
NSSBB# 1007363 
 
A little girl holds lessons learned in her 
grandfather’s sari-sari store close while adjusting 
to a new home in this sweet picture book about 
the joy of community, connection, and Filipino 
culture. 
 
For one girl, summers used to mean helping Lolo 
run his sari-sari store, which was always brimming 
with goods for the neighborhood: shampoo 
packets for Ate Jane, rice and eggs for Tonton, and 
a sympathetic ear for anyone who needed it. “Sari-
sari means a good variety—just look around and 
you’ll see. What help can you give your 
community?” Lolo would say, as he filled his 
shelves with what people would need. 
 
Now that she’s far from the Philippines, she misses 
Lolo and the friendly faces that surrounded his 
sari-sari store. But when she remembers her 
grandfather’s words, her heart keeps Lolo close, 
and she starts to see opportunities for connection 
and community in her new home. 

 

Awe-Samosas! by Marzieh Abbas  
 
Grades primary to 3 
 
NSSBB# 1007379 
 
It’s Noor’s first time making her Dadijaan’s Special 
Samosa recipe. When she can’t get in touch with 
her Dadijaan because it’s nighttime in Pakistan, 
Noor must improvise to make her family’s recipe 
without all of the correct ingredients. 

Noor uses her creativity and problem-solving skills 
to create something new and exciting for her 
friends: flaky, super-crispy Awe-samosas! 

Marzieh Abbas weaves Urdu words into her 
narrative of creativity, problem-solving, and love of 
food and cooking. Includes Dadijaan’s traditional 
potato and pea samosas recipe in backmatter. 
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Let's Look at Trees, Where Trees Grow, Why We 
Like Trees, and Trees in the Four Seasons by Sylvia 
Gunnery – The Porcupine Collection 
 
Grades pre-primary to 12 (can be used with 
students with interrupted schooling or no 
schooling) 
 
1007356 Let's Look at Trees (6-pack - Guided 
Reading) 
1007357 Let's Look at Trees 
1007358 Little Porcupine Collection High 
Frequency Word Cards Pack 
1007359 Little Porcupine Collection Interest Words 
Cards Pack 
1007360 Little Porcupine Plus Collection High 
Frequency Word Cards Pack 
1007361 Little Porcupine Plus Collection Interest 
Word Cards Pack 
1007362 Little Porcupine Plus "Trees" Set (4 Titles) 
1007364 Trees in the Four Seasons (6-pack - 
Guided Reading) 
1007365 Trees in the Four Seasons 
1007366 Where Trees Grow (6-pack - Guided 
Reading) 
1007367 Where Trees Grow 
1007368 Why We Like Trees (6-pack - Guided 
Reading) 
1007369 Why We Like Trees 



14 
 

 

Cultural Celebrations Lunar New Year by Elizabeth 
Andrews 
 
Grades 2 to 5 
 
NSSBB# 1007389 
 
An overview of Lunar New Year, from the origin of 
the celebration to how it is practiced today. Clear, 
interesting text and vibrant photos grab and hold 
readers' interest, and QR Codes in each chapter 
link to book-specific videos, activities, and more. 
Features include a table of contents, fun facts, a 
timeline, an infographic, Making Connections 
questions, a glossary, and an index. 
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Cultural Celebrations Ramadan by Elizabeth 
Andrews 
 
Grades 2 to 5 
 
NSSBB# 1007390 
 
An overview of Ramadan, from the origin of the 
celebration to how it is practiced today. Clear, 
interesting text and vibrant photos grab and hold 
readers' interest, and QR Codes in each chapter 
link to book-specific videos, activities, and more. 
Features include a table of contents, fun facts, a 
timeline, an infographic, Making Connections 
questions, a glossary, and an index. 
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Cultural Celebrations Diwali by Elizabeth Andrews 
 
Grades 2 to 5 
 
NSSBB# 1007388 
 
Diwali is celebrated by a billion people around the 
world each year. Young readers will learn about 
the history of the Festival of Lights, the legends 
behind it, and how it is celebrated in various 
locations worldwide. Information is presented in 
easy-to-understand text, colorful photos, and QR 
codes throughout the book. 
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Cultural Celebrations Day of the Dead by Elizabeth 
Andrews 
 
Grades 2 to 5 
 
NSSBB# 1007387 
 
An overview of Day of the Dead, from the origin of 
the celebration to how it is practiced today. Clear, 
interesting text and vibrant photos grab and hold 
readers' interest, and QR Codes in each chapter 
link to book-specific videos, activities, and more. 
Features include a table of contents, fun facts, a 
timeline, an infographic, Making Connections 
questions, a glossary, and an index. 
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Cultural Celebrations Bon Festival by Elizabeth 
Andrews 
 
Grades 2 to 5 
 
NSSBB# 1007386 
 
Young readers travel to Japan to learn about the 
Bon festival in this title. The celebration's history 
and practices are explored in easy-to-understand 
text and bright, colorful photos. Important 
Japanese customs including music and dance 
round out the festival's overview. All information is 
supported by QR codes throughout the book. 

 

Box of Dreams by Faith Kazmi 
 
Grades primary to 3 
 
NSSBB# 1007352 
 
A little girl watches as her mama fills up a big box, 
but this is no ordinary package. It has a special 
name: the balikbayan box. 

Together, they pack all sorts of gifts and treats for 
their family in the Philippines, but the girl has a 
secret wish to send along inside. A wish to fly with 
the box to meet her cousins and Lola and their 
family and to see and experience all the places 
where Mama grew up. A wish she hopes will one 
day come true. 
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We Are A Song by Lorian Tu 
 
Grades pre-primary to 3 
 
NSSBB# 1007333 
 
Like the colors of the rainbow and the notes of a 
song, none of Arturo and Emilyn’s relatives look or 
sound alike. 

As the siblings run errands to help prepare for a 
very special day in their family, Emilyn tries to 
write the perfect poem to describe what it means 
to be in their big, loving family. With every stop, 
and taste of delicious treats along the way, the 
siblings begin to understand, each in their own 
way, that all the different parts of their family 
make them who they are. 

 

 

Tokyo Night Parade by J.P. Takahashi 
 
Grades primary to 3 
 
NSSBB# 1007332 
 
The night parade is about to begin . . . The ground 
thunders in Tokyo. A gust of wind blows. The 
pitter-patter of paws and claws draws closer. The 
air is thick with swirling, swooping demons. It’s 
Eka’s favorite evening of the year, the one night 
she refuses to miss. But it’s become harder to 
travel to Japan now that she’s living across the 
world in New York. 

Unsure of when she can return next to see 
her yokai friends, Eka tries to forget that this could 
be her last parade for some time. Instead, she’ll 
march, sing, dance, hoot, and screech until sunrise. 
Because on this night, there’s no time to waste—
the night parade awaits. 

 



20 
 

 

Dragon on the Loose by Marty Chan 
 
Grades 1 to 3 
 
NSSBB# 1007328 
 
When eleven-year-old Hailey and her friend Kyle 
make a wish on a Chinese lion statue, they 
accidentally bring a dragon to life. 

Scared at first, the kids soon realize that Zhu the 
dragon means them no harm, and they show the 
dragon around their city. It's all fun and games 
until Animal Control gets wind of a wild creature 
on the loose. The kids have to find a way to send 
their new friend back home before she’s taken 
away. 

 

 

Asha and the Toymaker by Sakshi Mangal 
 
Grades primary to 3 
 
NSSBB# 1007320 
 
Asha’s papa makes and sells wooden toys to pay 
for her to go to school. But Papa struggles to find 
buyers. And this makes him worry. He worries 
Asha’s life will also be a struggle unless she focuses 
on her schoolwork, which he never had the chance 
to do. Can Asha’s art help Papa? Will he let her try? 
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Next Door by Deborah Kerbel and Isaac Liang 
 
Grades primary to 2 
 
NSSBB# 1007321 
 
In this wordless picture book, a Deaf boy and his 
mother enjoy a walk through their community. 
Together, they greet their neighbors, stop by the 
playground, spy a bird’s nest in a tree and buy 
cookies at the grocery store. Later, they visit their 
new neighbors, a woman and her daughter, who 
have only recently immigrated from another 
country. Although the girl is shy, and the two kids 
speak different languages – American Sign 
Language (ASL) and Arabic – find a way to 
communicate and become fast friends. 
 
 

 

My Momo-La Is a Museum by Mamta Nainy 
 
Grades primary to 3 
 
NSSBB# 1007278 
 
Momo-la is a collector of unusual things. She 
rummages through her collection of stories 
whenever she comes to visit. When her grandchild 
asks where her stories come from, she takes them 
on a trip around the museums of the city, pointing 
out that there are stories behind every work of art, 
every sculpture, every invention. But as the child 
sees exhibit after exhibit, they realize that each 
one reminds them of their Momo-la—the clothes 
she wears, the keepsakes she carries, and the 
memories she shares of her Tibetan home. Could 
the museum the child knows the best and loves 
the most be right on their doorstep all along? 
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Sandwiches and Samosas by Suhani Parikh 
 
Grades pre-primary to 4 
 
NSSBB# 1007251 
 
Absolutely everyone brings sandwiches for 
lunch.  No matter how much they love their home-
cooked Indian food, Neeva and Nimi couldn't 
possibly pack something different in their 
lunchboxes . . . or could they? 
  
In this yummy tale of food around the world, one 
group of friends finds out how delicious diverse 
food can be! 
 

 

If You Were a City by Kyo Maclear 
 
Grades primary to 2 
 
A colorful celebration of cities and the people living 
in them. 
 
Just like people, there are so many ways a city can 
be. And this lively picture book explores all of 
them. From quiet and dreamy to bright and 
buzzing, the magnificent diversity of our world is 
celebrated by connecting the uniqueness of its 
places with the people who live in them. Wild, 
gritty, bookish, or sheltering—if you were a city, 
how would YOU be? 
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In My Skin by Morgan Christie 
 
Grades pre-primary to 3 
 
NSSBB# 1007243 
 
In this poem, children find creative ways to 
embrace the world around them. 
 
In my skin, I move. I spin like crinkly leaves on a 
windy day. I dance to my very own rhythm. 
In my skin, I hope. I dust myself off so I can take on 
tomorrow. I chase the rainbow that shines after 
the storm. 
 
Told by many different children as they sing, rise, 
reach, move, learn, hope, laugh, rest, remember…  
 
 
 

 

Amla Mater by Devi Menon 
 
Grades 10 to 12 
 
NSSBB# 2002999 
 
In this sweetly nostalgic graphic novel, the narrator 
recounts her meandering journey from her 
ancestral village in South India to the United 
Kingdom, capturing the deep feeling of longing for 
home that shapes the lives of emigrants 
everywhere.  
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Mariana and Her Familia by Mónica Mancillas 

Grades pre-primary to 3 

NSSBB# 1007184 

Mariana is visiting her abuelita and extended 
family in Mexico for the first time. Her tummy does 
a flip as she and Mami cross the frontera. 

There are all new sights, smells, and sounds. And at 
Abuelita’s house, Mariana is overwhelmed by new 
faces and Spanish phrases she doesn’t understand. 

But with a story, some kindness, and a few new 
words from Abuelita, Mariana discovers that the 
love of family knows no cultural divide. 

 

The Pie Reports by Hayley Lowe 
 
Grades primary to 3 
 
NSSBB# 1007185 
 
A love of pie brings a young girl and her 
grandfather together through good times and bad 
in this moving story about connection and 
compassion. Noor and Granddad love pie. Lemon 
meringue, blueberry crisp, chocolate cream...they 
have a pie for every occasion and spend a 
wonderful summer together trying each one. 
When vacation ends, Noor must say goodbye and 
fly home. But despite an ocean of distance 
between them, and Granddad's declining health, 
the pair continue to connect through their shared 
passion for pastry by meeting for video chats. 
These weekly pie reports let them chat about 
what's new and, of course, discuss and eat pie! 
Then one day, Granddad doesn't log in. He's 
experiencing more blue days and doesn't feel like 
talking. Noor decides to write down her pie 
reports, holding space for Granddad until he feels 
ready. This gentle story celebrates the special bond 
between a child and her grandparent and shows 
the lengths we can go to connect to our loved ones 
through distance and illness. 
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Emi and Mini by Hanako Masutani 
 
Grades 1 to 3 
 
NSSBB# 1007312 
 
Emi gets a new pet, Mini, a fat hamster. 
Unfortunately, Emi doesn't like hamsters. She 
wanted a dog. But after Mini escapes from her 
cage and hides somewhere in their house, Emi 
realizes she loves her little pet. 
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Midsummer Mayhem by Rajani LaRocca 
 
Grades 6 to 7 
 
Can Mimi undo the mayhem caused by her baking 
in this contemporary-fantasy retelling of 
Shakespeare's A Midsummer Night's Dream? 
 
Eleven-year-old Mimi Mackson comes from a big 
Indian American family: Dad's a renowned food 
writer, Mom's a successful businesswoman, and 
her three older siblings all have their own 
respective accomplishments. It's easy to feel 
invisible in such an impressive family, but Mimi's 
dream of proving she's not the least-talented 
member of her family seems possible when she 
discovers a contest at the new bakery in town. 
Plus, it'll start her on the path to becoming a 
celebrity chef like her culinary idol, Puffy Fay. 
 
But when Mimi's dad returns from a business trip, 
he's mysteriously lost his highly honed sense of 
taste. Without his help, Mimi will never be able to 
bake something impressive enough to propel her 
to gastronomic fame. 
 
Drawn into the woods behind her house by a 
strangely familiar song, Mimi meets Vik, a boy who 
brings her to parts of the forest she's never seen. 
Who knew there were banyan trees and wild boars 
in Massachusetts? Together they discover exotic 
ingredients and bake them into delectable and 
enchanting treats. 
 
But as her dad acts stranger every day, and her 
siblings' romantic entanglements cause trouble in 
their town, Mimi begins to wonder whether the 
ingredients she and Vik found are somehow the 
cause of it all. She needs to use her skills, deductive 
and epicurean, to uncover what's happened. In the 
process, she learns that in life, as in baking, not 
everything is sweet. . . . 
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Marya Khan and the Incredible Henna Party by 
Saadia Faruqi 
 
Grades 2 to 4 
 
Marya’s eighth birthday is coming up in a week, 
and all she wants is an over-the-top birthday party 
just like the ones Alexa, her rich neighbor, always 
throws. When Alexa parades into school with fancy 
invitations, Marya can't help herself—she claims 
that she’s having the most epic henna party ever. 
Now she has to convince her family to make it 
happen. Enter Operation Help the Khans! Marya's 
siblings clearly need help with their projects. 
Maybe she could cook dinner for her parents, or 
clean her grandmother’s room? Except everything 
Marya does seems to end in disaster. Will Marya 
and her family be able pull it together and throw 
the best party ever? 



28 
 

 

Who Lives in the Woods? by Chatty Parrot 
(Russian and English) 
 
Grades primary to 3 
 
Short simple sentences. Every sentence comes 
with its own illustration and translation. Includes a 
chart with woodland animals and their names. 
 
Also available in Ukrainian, Norwegian, and 
German. 

 

What is my Little One Called? by Olga Ritchie 
(Russian and English) 
 
Grades primary to 3 
 
Key words are written in a different colour makes 
translation between the languages especially easy. 
Also available in German and Spanish. 
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Cousins Forever by Elisavet and Charikleia Arkolaki 
 
Grades primary to 4 
 
When one of the two families moves abroad, the 
two cousins do not let the distance come between 
them. They talk often about their friends, animals, 
different seasons, and outdoor activities, via video 
chat. With new words and languages being part of 
their everyday life, the two girls come up with a 
fun, painting game, the “Word Swap”. 

 

Dreams of Freedom by Amnesty International 
 
Grades 5 to 6 
 
Twenty artists from around the world illustrate 
many aspects of the concept of “freedom,” 
accompanying inspirational sayings from thinkers 
living and dead. 
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Our World of Dumplings by Francie Dekker 
 
Grades primary to 3 
 
An apartment complex is having a dumpling 
festival, and all the kids are excited to watch and 
help each family cook up different versions of the 
delicious treats. From kreplach to khinkali and 
Johnny cakes to jiao zi, each household has its own 
way of making dumplings, uniquely hand-crafted 
and based upon their culture. As the children wrap, 
cook, and eat all the different types of dumplings, 
they learn how dumplings are the ultimate labor of 
love! 
 
 
 
 


